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From the Chairman From the President
As Infantry Soldiers, Leaders and those who keep up 

to date with the U.S. Army’s Infantry read this column, 

the situation in Ukraine may have changed from the time 

this column was drafted until it will be read. Nevertheless, 

most of what follows will continue to be true regardless 

of the tactical and operational situation in the Ukraine. A 

major strategic change in the Ukraine might reduce the 

value of this column; nevertheless, I hope to share a few 

valuable thoughts for our Bugler readers. 

As I have tracked the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 

it is clear to me that the current Russian army is not the 

“powerhouse” we expected to fight during the Cold War. Rotations after rotations at the Army’s 

training centers and with the Battle Command Training Program, we simulated our tactical 

and operational fights with Russia. My rotations as a field grade and general officer made me 

confident that the U.S. Army was well prepared to fight the Russian army. Synchronizing direct 

and indirect fires was an early challenge, and as other warfighting domains grew (space, cyber, 

information), we worked hard to understand them and develop TTP for them. 

In 2004, as I took command of the Multi-National Corps-Iraq, we faced a very dangerous 

insurgency which had to be controlled in order to meet the UN resolution to conduct a free 

and fair election by the end of January 2005. Doctrinally, the core functions for a Joint Force 

Land Component Commander were command & control; intelligence, surveillance and 

reconnaissance; movement and maneuver; fires, logistics and force protection. At that time, 

Information Operations were not in our doctrine. 

When the insurgents murdered and desecrated the bodies of Blackwater contractors, 

Army and Marine forces attacked the enemy in Fallujah; but, in my opinion, we lost the 

information battle and were directed to halt the combat in that city. We had eight months 

to figure out how to have a safe and free election in Fallujah. First of all, we had to defeat 

the insurgency in that city so that a free and fair election could take place. It was crystal 

clear to me that we had to win the information fight and dominate that domain. In addition, 

we shaped operations using deception, psychological operations, electronic warfare, civil 

military operations, operations security, public affairs and information operations. I agree 

with Napoleon, “Four hostile newspapers are more to be feared than a thousand bayonets.” 

In Defense One, March ’22, Dell Dailey and James Farwell have written an excellent article, 

“How Strategic Messaging Can Help Turn Putin Around.” They state: “Putin can be forced 

to end his war in Ukraine if enough Russians turn against it. Information warfare targeting 

Russians and appealing to the nation’s history and sense of greatness may force him to back 

down.” They make the point that “casualties are an Achilles heel for Putin, who will try to 

hide the body bags.” 

In the three years I had the honor of commanding III Corps, 14 months of which we were 

in Iraq as the MNC-I, we lost 751 Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines—456 KIA and 295 to 

accidents & other causes. As the deaths to accidents grew, I met with battalion commanders 

arriving in Kuwait to emphasize to them that the enemy was not the only danger they would 

face. They must ensure that tasks have a standard, and they must ensure their Soldiers meet 

those standards. On the other hand, Soldiers must adhere to those standards and ensure their 

“battle buddy” does also. Of those body bags Putin hopes to hide, I wonder how many are 

because of unnecessary accidents. As the Russians bring on more and more poorly trained 

draftees, I predict more and more will be injured because of poor training and supervision. 

Death in war is expected, but death to a careless event is wasteful and shameful to leaders 

who probably missed an opportunity to avoid the loss of a Soldier due to an accident. 

With my experience in the Information Domain while commanding the MNC-I, I agree 

with Dailey and Farwell who wrote that Putin “will find sustaining the information bubble 

difficult. Information warfare can separate Putin and his vanity from Russians, Russian 

culture and Russia’s place in history. This task requires subtlety. We must allow the Russians 

populace to avoid humiliation, while mobilizing them against Putin’s regime.” I also agree 

with President Lincoln, “Public sentiment is everything. With it, nothing can fail. Without it, 

nothing can succeed.”

The Infantry Needs You! We are going through 

some tough times and the recruitment of future 

Infantrymen is our top issue. Infantry veterans 

reaching out to high school and college students 

will set a foundation for recruiting Infantrymen 

and you are critical to this. I challenge all of you to 

find top athletes and students who are physically 

fit, hardworking, smart and mentally tough. Talk 

to them about your experiences, share stories 

of camaraderie and teamwork. Imbibe them to 

consider service to their nation in the Infantry. 

You are the best recruiters. You know what Infantrymen (and women) should look 

like, select one and assist him in his post-high school life decisions. If they are set 

on college, have them consider the United States Military Academy or ROTC at our 

Military Colleges—Citadel, Texas A&M, VMI, Norwich, North Georgia or Virginia 

Tech—or any school that has an ROTC program. If they are a college graduate, have 

them consider OCS. If all of our members can recruit a single Infantryman, we will 

exceed our requirements. 

The NIA Needs You! As we care for our past and present Infantrymen, we need you 

to recruit members to our organization. Sign them up at www.infantryassn.org or call 

our NIA office at 706-323-2560. We have a majority of our members are recruited 

to the NIA team by Infantrymen who served with them in the past. We have many 

Infantrymen in unit associations that have never heard of the NIA or the Order of Saint 

Maurice. I challenge you to recruit them to the NIA. We have teamed with the National 

Infantry Museum Foundation to provide The Infantry Podcast. The Infantry Podcast 

tells the story of our Infantry. It features Infantry leaders and Infantrymen who have 

served their nation during peacetime and combat. We have produced several podcasts 

featuring Officers and NCOs. Please pass the word on these endeavors.

During this past quarter, there have been several reunions, presentations, 

conferences and events. In September, we hosted the Doughboy Dinner at the National 

Infantry Museum and were able to recognize two years’ worth of recipients. The 

largest event that the NIA attends is the Association of the United States Army Annual 

Conference, in Washington D.C. every October. This year’s conference highlighted 

many weapons, devices and products that could improve the effectiveness, lethality 

and protection of our Infantrymen. At the AUSA conference, we recruited new 

members and organizations. We would appreciate your help recruiting individuals 

and corporations that would make great members. 

Concerning our magazine—the Infantry Bugler—we have dedicated the past 

two years’ worth of editions to our Infantry Divisions. We realize that leadership 

changes every two years, so we will circle back to Divisions to solicit “new” editions 

that highlight their accomplishments and history. We’ll also expand to include 

editions featuring separate brigades, regiments, our National Guard and Reserve 

formations. If you prefer to access the Bugler online, let us know, and we’ll stop 

sending the printed magazine to you.

Continue to send me your recommendations for new programs and new 

opportunities. We have requests for developing other awards, supporting other 

initiatives and venturing into other endeavors. 

Upcoming we will represent the NIA at the Shot Show and the AUSA conference 

in Huntsville. We continue to support the Chief of Infantry with quarterly Infantry 

Calls both at the NIM and at the Infantry Club on Fort Benning. Finally, we’re proud 

to represent the NIA at memorials and funerals around the country like MG Singlaub’s 

service at Arlington Chapel and burial in Arlington Cemetery LTG Grange’s burial at the 

Infantry Chapel, Fort Mitchell National Cemetery and at the National Infantry Museum. 

Please contact me with your recommendations, ideas and challenges at rchoppa@

infantryassn.org.

LTG (Ret) Thomas F. Metz COL (Ret) Robert E. Choppa

★ MESSAGES ★
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From the Chief of Infantry
Without a doubt, the United States Army has 

entered a period of significant transformation. Based 

on a holistic review of the Operational Environment, 

two decades of persistent and unfolding conflict, and 

an evolving National Defense Strategy, the Army’s 

Senior Leadership has determined a need to achieve 

multi-domain capability over the next few years. As 

a result, there are several initiatives and programs 

across the Army’s Infantry formations, here within 

the Infantry School, and being produced by industry 

that will impact the force to meet the challenges of 

tomorrow. First, however, we must understand that a transformation of this magnitude is 

not new to the Infantry as a branch or to the Army writ large. 

An example from recent history where the Army’s senior leadership analyzed the 

future of warfare, causing significant transformation within the force, was in October 1973 

when the Soviet Union was our country’s primary pacing challenge and peer threat. The 

Soviets supported a coordinated attack of Syrian and Egyptian militaries against the Israeli 

Defense Force (IDF) during the Arab-Israeli War, posing a significant risk to our allies and 

interest throughout the Middle East. As a result, the U.S. Army commissioned a study on 

the lessons learned from the war known as the “Starry Study.” This study revealed that the 

Soviet concepts of operational depth and the increased effectiveness of the weapons used 

ultimately provided greater lethality against the IDF.

From the events of the war, the Army identified shortfalls throughout the formations, 

generated requirements, and initiated a modernization strategy. The DOTMILPF process 

resulted in the implementation of the Army’s 1978 Battlefield Development Plan. This 

plan provided the Army’s concept, structure and capabilities for the late 1980s. Intelligence 

gathered, combined with the current events of the day, pointed the United States 

towards what would be our next significant expeditionary deployment of Soldiers and 

equipment—the invasion of Kuwait by the Iraqi military in August 1990. Ultimately the 

changes implemented by the Army, beginning with the Starry Report, proved successful, 

with the Allied Forces soundly defeating the Iraqi Army.

During the past two decades, while the United States has focused on operations in the 

Middle East and Southwest Asia, our Global Competitors and Pacing Threats have made 

great strides in developing and employing advanced technologies, then adapting them 

to their military formations. Throughout our Army’s history, we have enjoyed a significant 

gap in overmatch across the spectrum of warfighting systems. Today, it is difficult even to 

claim parity in some. We must continue to improve our systems, equipment and training 

to gain and maintain the unparalleled advantage we once held on the battlefield.

In late September, the Secretary, Chief of Staff and Sergeant Major of the Army, along 

with numerous other senior leaders and representatives from units across the force, 

gathered at Fort Benning for the 2022 Maneuver Warfighter Conference. It was beneficial 

for those in attendance to hear directly from Army Leadership concerning the current state 

of the maneuver force and what is required of the combined arms formations to ensure the 

readiness of our formations to execute Large-Scale Combat Operations (LSCO) effectively. 

Additionally, as the Infantry, we are continuing to move forward with several initiatives 

with the intent of impacting the Army’s ability to become multi-domain capable in the 

near future.

We are providing increased lethality to Infantry squads, companies and battalions with 

equipment modernization efforts like the Integrated Visual Augmentation System (IVAS), 

Enhanced Night Vision Goggle-Binocular (ENVG-B) and the Next Generation Squad 

Weapons (NGSW) program. We are also implementing changes to the various Infantry 

formations at the brigade level, redistributing capabilities and resources throughout the 

formations with the intent of making them a more capable force for the divisions to 

employ, returning the division to being the “unit of action.”

As the Army continues to transform into a multi-domain capable force, we must always 

remain “Soldier-focused” in our efforts to modernize the organization. Our priority is to 

the Infantryman before modifying systems, providing better training before integrating 

technology and enabling formations before improving functions. The intent must be to 

give the men and women of the Infantry the necessary tools and resources to remain the 

most lethal fighting force on the battlefield.

History has shown us that one day our Nation will once again call upon the “country’s 

strength in war” to close with the enemy by means of fire and maneuver and destroy them. 

As leaders within the Infantry, both past and present, it is our responsibility to ensure the 

U.S. Army Infantryman is “always there, now and forever.”

I am the Infantry! Follow me!

BG Larry Q. Burris, Jr.
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T
he 82d Airborne Division is 

the only Division in the US 

Army capable of executing an 

airborne joint forcible entry 

(JFE-A) anywhere in the world on short 

notice. This is our directed mission—

our life and our breath—and the Nation 

is counting on us to be ready.

Like the All-American jumpers and 

glider pilots who infiltrated Normandy 

on D-Day in World War II—our present-

day Paratroopers are prepared to conduct 

an airborne assault to seize a lodgment, 

to bring in the reinforcing elements of 

subsequent echelons. Regardless of how 

Paratroopers assigned to 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division prepare 
to board a UH-60 Blackhawk to conduct airborne operations, 30 June 2022. 

BY MG CHRIS LANEVE “ALL AMERICAN 6”★ COVER STORY ★

TRANSFORMING FOR

Future Airborne Operations

Paratroopers assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Battalion, 82nd Airborne 
Division participate in an airborne operation on 12 August 2022, at Sicily Drop Zone 
on Fort Bragg, North Carolina. The 82nd Airborne Division is constantly training and 

ensuring the ability to provide the Nations with ground forces who can deploy, fight, and 
win anywhere within 18 hours of notification. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Lilliana Fraser) 
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our people arrive on the objective—

whether Infantry, artillery, engineer, aviator 

or logistician—members of the 82d 

Airborne Division are all Paratroopers and 

critical members of the JFE-A task force.

When I took command in March of 

2022, I renewed the Division’s focus on 

how we need to fight within the context of 

a division-level JFE-A. Airfield seizure is 

our core mission and our JFE-A plan is our 

playbook. The concept is simple—conduct 

an airborne assault, mass combat power, 

secure a lodgment and bring in more 

combat power for follow-on operations.

Our JFE-A plan outlines how the Division 

will accomplish this complex operation in 

five phases: 1) Preparation and Deploy-

ment; 2) Assault; 3) Stabilization of the 

Lodgment; 4) Introduction of Follow-on 

Forces; and 5) Transition. Key tasks by 

echelon and warfighting function are 

planned in systematic detail. Every 

Paratrooper understands this plan and we 

rehearse it at every opportunity, so that 

Paratroopers assigned to Division Artillery, 82nd Airborne Division conduct a live-fire exercise on 1 July 2022 

Paratroopers assigned to 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division board C17 
Globe masters in order conduct airborne operations on 22 July 2022

InfantryAssn.org  5Winter 2022



every subordinate unit is prepared to execute JFE-A 

with little or no notice.

Our division has an incredible history—from World 

War I through the Global War on Terror—but we need 

to adapt to prepare for contemporary threats. Our 

potential adversaries possess sophisticated air defense, 

precision fires, attack aviation and unmanned aerial 

systems. We must modernize to survive and dominate 

on the battlefields of the future.

We must transform our division by becoming lighter 

and more technologically advanced, to maintain the 

capability to jump, fight and win against a comparable 

adversary in large scale combat operations. We will 

tailor our task organization and equipment to match 

our core mission set.

After redefining how we will fight through a JFE-A, 

we have begun to divest of excess equipment acquired 

through 20+ years of brigade-centric counter-

insurgency deployments such as heavy vehicles and 

antiquated communications systems and to develop 

new technologies such as robotics that will make us 

more effective in our core mission. My vision is that we 

will be uncomfortably light and disproportionately Various shop tools ready for use sit in the Airborne Innovation Lab on Fort 
Bragg, N.C., 31 Oct. 2022. The Airborne Innovation Lab is open Monday to 
Friday from 1000 to 1600. (U.S. Army Photo by Staff Sgt. Lawrence Wong) 

Winter 20226  InfantryAssn.org  





lethal, to enable our success in future 

conflicts.

At our core, we remain a division of 

disciplined Paratroopers who are 

trained and ready to rapidly seize key 

terrain and be immovable; but our 

necessary transformation will preserve 

our ability to be the masters of the 

JFE-A into the future. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
MG Chris LaNeve is the commanding general of 
the 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina and Operation European Assure, Deter 
and Reinforce, Poland.

Paratroopers assigned to the Combat Aviation Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division showcase aircraft on Moore County 
Airport, N.C., 29 Oct. 2022. The showcase was part of the annual flight expo at Moore County Airport and displayed 

multiple Military aircraft including a UH-60 “Blackhawk” and a CH-46 “Chinook”.  (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Rognie Ortiz) 

An 82nd Airborne Division Paratrooper packs 
up his parachute after jumping from a CH-47 

Chinook helicopter onto a drop zone in Błędów 
Desert, Poland, 27 April 2022. More than 480 

Paratroopers took part in the airborne operation 
to maintain their airborne proficiency and set 

the conditions for follow-on jump in support of 
Exercise Swift Response 22 in Latvia. The Division 

headquarters and its 3rd Brigade Combat Team 
have been deployed to Poland as part of the 

strong and unremitting commitment to our 
NATO Allies and partners against aggression. 

(U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Catessa Palone)
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T
he story of our guidon began on a balmy November 

night on the island of Oahu, in the middle of C Quads 

basketball court.

Two weeks prior, my cohort unit had just graduated basic 

training in October 1986, from the Army’s Infantry School at 

Harmony Church, Fort Benning, Georgia. The average age in 

our unit was 18 years old.

As we disembarked from the buses and assembled for a 

clustered formation on the court, I couldn’t help but take it 

all in. I mean the view we were greeted with was powerful. You 

could just feel the WWII history there. We were enveloped on 

all four flanks with three-storied barracks with open lanais. 

The inner loop road led to exits at all four corners. They called 

her C Quad. We later learned that Schofield Barracks had 10 

quads total—A-J. Together it formed the 25th Infantry Division 

(Tropic Lightning) Defenders of the Pacific.

This was not your standard Army company. Most people 

joined the Army and shipped off to a unit as individuals. 

Cohort was an experiment developed by the Army. Some were 

just platoon sized, others were company sized, but we were 

a battalion sized. The Army re-activated the 4th Battalion of 

the 22nd Infantry Regiment. My company was known as 

BY DAN NOEL★ FEATURE ★

The Guidon
Brotherhood

Twenty-fifth reunion at the Flamingo Casino, Las Vegas 
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Alpha Company or Cold Steel Alpha, as 

we thundered from our lungs every day. 

We made sure that everyone knew who 

we were. The 22nd Regiment has a storied 

past. Its motto is “Deeds not Words” and 

our nickname was “Regulars by God!”

Our battalion NCO’s we’re hand-

picked from all corners of the U.S. Army 

to formulate Alpha (Cold Steel), Bravo 

(Badgers), Charlie (Cobras) and HHC. We 

were definitely star-studded with the best 

hard chargers the Army could muster up, 

many of them with Vietnam pedigrees. 

Many years later, we learned that our 

platoons were formulated like something 

resembling a poker game. While we were 

training for our blue cord, the NCOs were 

also training at Benning and would pop in 

on our training sites and evaluate the troop 

and trade up or down to fill the squads, 

basically, stamping our DNA. 

The lineage of the military guidon 

started in 1834. It’s part of who you are 

as a unit. It leads the way everywhere your 

unit goes, always carried by a punctual 

squared away soldier. My unit in particular 

had cross rifles, indicating its Infantry 

heritage. It led the way on PT runs, PT, ruck 

marches, all formations, field exercises, 

ranges, sporting events, activation and 

deactivation, retirement and change of 

command ceremonies. That’s usually 

where most guidon stories end. And that’s 

okay because that alone is one heck of a 

story. But, there’s so much more.

Fast forward to 2012: Operation Troop 

Roundup started after 25 years planning 

a Las Vegas Reunion in 2014. More than 

three hundred battalion soldiers were 

located.

Rewind to 1988: Change of command 

ceremony with our beloved 1SG Guerry 

Griggs departing the company for 

Command Sergeant Major School. This 

Vietnam vet had our respect then, but it 

wasn’t until 2012 when we fully understood 

how much. TOP was among the first 30 

people we located. Shortly after the 1SG 

was found in 2012, we discovered he had 

cancer and passed away before the reunion. 

Through the phone conversations he and 

Kevin Perera, SGM Shane Gore and CSM Kevin Zimmerman —Perera jumped 
over Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Maryland with the guidon in tow.

Ground Zero tribute
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I had, preceding the reunion, he told me that he wanted to 

give me the company guidon that we presented to him in 1988 

when he was promoted to CSM. After I found my tongue, I told 

TOP that if he did that, I would send it through the company 

ranks to every man that attended the reunion and any future 

reunions we had. Each soldier would have it for approximately 

a month and they would personally ship it or personally hand 

deliver it to the next man at months end.  

Fast forward to 2014: The beginning of our guidon’s six-year, 

67-man, World Tour Odyssey.

Upon the passing of our 1SG. His wife Linda Griggs, lovingly 

known as Mom to our Alpha company troop, mailed me a 

box containing all sorts of TOP’s memorabilia as well as the 

guidon from 1988, complete with our signatures and farewell 

comments on the back of the frame. 

I hauled it to our first reunion in Vegas. The reunion was 

heartfelt. I can’t sum it up better than that. The guidon’s (who 

we all lovingly referred to as the “Lady” or “Lady Guidon” 

or “Her”) next destination was her most important. She was 

present for TOP’s internment at Arlington National Cemetery 

by Clydesdale-drawn carriage. She was surrounded by quite 

a few old Alpha company soldiers from back in the day. She 

Dan Noel and his former squad leader Bill Burns 

1SG Guerry Griggs was interred at Arlington National Cemetery in December 2014.
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followed, as we marched through the 

humbling roads of Arlington and proudly 

carried her in tow to her old warrior’s final 

grid coordinates in the Vietnam Section 66. 

It just so happened that the young 

captain from Bravo company of 4/22 way 

back in 1986 was very familiar with our 

well-seasoned 1SG and his wife back in the 

day. On this day, he was the commanding 

general of Arlington National Cemetery 

and the Old Guard. He personally escorted 

TOP and Linda to his final resting place. 

GEN Jeff Buchanan accepted the folded 

American flag and knelt before Mom as he 

sadly and proudly presented our nation’s 

respects. My next mission was to plan the 

guidon’s Land Navigation Manifest.

I can’t say enough how proud I am, and 

I’m sure the group is equally as proud, 

that our company safely and respectfully 

transported the guidon to 67 stewards 

over six years, including three reunions, 

visiting 26 states, plus Washington, D.C. 

and Puerto Rico and 18 foreign countries. 

The goal was for every soldier to show the 

group his state and travels through a timeline of pictures, all the while keeping our 

1SG alive vicariously through us. What the pictures show is respect and how strong 

a brotherhood is. Everybody in the military says they had the best unit. But really, 

I had the best unit: A-Co. 4/22 INFANTRY (circa. 1986-1989). Show me another 

unit so dedicated!

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Dan Noel served in the Infantry from 1986-1988 as a saw gunner with A-Co. 4/22 in the 25th ID. Following 
his service, he became a master woodworker and lives in Peoria, Arizona with his wife and two dogs.

Cohort Alpha Company 1SG Guerry Griggs transferring to command 
sergeant major. It was a retirment ceremony for the “Lady Guidon” in 

1988 at C quad Schofield Barracks 25th Infantry Division, Oahu, Hawaii. 
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★ FEATURE ★

I
n September 2022, nine para-

troopers were inducted into the 

82nd Airborne Division Hall of 

Fame. This is the fifth class of honorees. 

This year’s inductees were:  

GEN Curtis “Mike” Scaparrotti 

of Logan, Ohio was commissioned into 

the Army in 1978 from West Point. His 

earliest assignment was as a platoon 

leader, operations officer and company 

commander in the 3rd Battalion, 325th 

Infantry, 82nd Airborne Division.  

He commanded the division’s 2nd 

Brigade Combat Team from 1999 to 

2001 and became the 82nd Airborne 

Division commander in October 2008, 

deploying the division’s headquarters 

to Eastern Afghanistan and serving as 

commander for Combined Joint Task 

Force 82 and Regional Command East 

until 2010.  

Scaparrotti’s other assignments 

included commanding forces during 

Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring 

Freedom in Afghanistan, serving as 

director of the Joint Chief of Staff and 

commander of the European Command 

prior to his retirement in 2019.  

LTG Raymond Mason served in 

the 82nd Airborne Division from 1983 

to 1998, holding leadership positions 

from the company through the division 

level.  

Mason commanded Company E, 

407th Supply and Services Battalion 

and went on to command 407th 

Support Battalion. He was the division 

support command operations officer 

for Operation Urgent Fury in Grenada, 

responsible for supporting the no-

notice deployment and sustaining 

combat operations for the division. He 

also served as the division’s assistant 

chief of staff and deputy chief of staff for 

5 Inducted Into Hall of Fame

the U.S. Forces Command and the Army.  

After retiring from the Army in 2014, 

Mason has continued to help soldiers 

by serving as director for the Army 

Emergency Relief Fund.  

COL Benjamin H. Vandervoort 

served in the 505th Parachute Infantry 

Regiment from 1940 to 1945 and was 

the regiment’s operations officer during 

the invasion of Sicily and Salerno, Italy. 

He commanded the 2nd Battalion, 505th 

Parachute Infantry Regiment during the 

invasion of 1944 Normandy, leading his 

battalion into combat in Sainte-Mere-

Eglise, Nijmegen and in Bastogne during 

the Battle of the Bulge. 

After Vandervoort led an assault of the 

Waal bridge in Holland, he was described 

by GEN Matthew Ridgway, commander 

of the division, as “one of the bravest and 

toughest battle commanders I ever knew.”

Vandervoort’s actions in Holland 

earned him Oak Leaf Clusters for his 

Distinguished Service Cross and two Oak 

Leaf Clusters for his Purple Heart.  

He sustained multiple injuries through-

out his time as battalion commander 

which eventually caused him to medically 

retire from service at the rank of colonel 

in 1946. After retirement, he served as a 

civilian for the CIA and the U.S. Army 

staff. He died at the age of 75 in 1990.

CPT Gerald A. Wolford served in 

the 82nd Airborne Division from 2000 to 

2006. 

As a staff sergeant deployed to Iraq 

in 2003, the gun section of Wolford’s 

Company D, 3rd Battalion, 325th Infantry 

came under fire during a river crossing 

in As-Samawah, Iraq. Unable to suppress 

with small arms, Wolford silenced the 

position using a non-standard tactical 

vehicle and anti-tank weapon. As his unit 

approached the city, a rocket-propelled 

grenade struck his vehicle, wounding 

two paratroopers. Wolford moved the 

wounded paratroopers to safety before 

his vehicle was struck a second time 

when escorting a dismounted squad to 

a forward position. Wolford continued 

The 82nd Airborne Division inducted nine paratroopers into its fifth Hall of Fame class at Fort Bragg.
photo by Rachael Riley, The Fayetteville Observer  
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directing section fires and engaging the enemy when a third 

rocket-propelled grenade detonated near his truck and a fourth 

grenade passed over his head.  

For his actions, Wolford was awarded the Silver Star and 

selected as the 2003 USO Soldier of the Year. 

He commissioned into the Infantry branch in 2006 and 

finished his career as an information operations officer at the 

Department of the Army Headquarters in the Pentagon. 

Wolford became a school teacher in Sullivan, Maine after his 

retirement and now lives in Centre Hall, Pennsylvania

CPT John B. Sauls commanded Company G, 401st 

Glider Infantry Regiment.  

On 9 June 1944, Sauls led an attack on German defensive 

positions which were denying the progress of the Allied 

movement west from Normandy. Without cover or concealment, 

Sauls and his company charged toward the Nazis, maneuvering 

down the 500-meter corridor directly into machine gun fire 

and artillery. After moving down the causeway, Sauls realized 

he only had a squad-sized element with him and the rest of the 

company was pinned down, wounded or killed. Sauls made it 

across the corridor of fire and ran past the first line of German 

defense, shooting Nazis with his Thompson submachine gun. 

 For his actions, Sauls earned the Silver Star. He died in 1987 

at the age of 73. 

1LT Waverly Wray, of Tocowa, Mississippi, served as a 

platoon leader and the executive officer of Company D, 2nd 

Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment from 1940 to 

1944. He participated in airborne operations into Normandy 

and Holland in support of Operation Overlord and Operation 

Market Garden. 

Defending Sainte-Mere-Eglise, his company was attacked by 

two reinforced Nazi battalions. Despite enemy machine gun 

fire and casualties, Wray crawled in front of his lines, destroyed 

the position with grenades and killed 15 enemy soldiers with 

rifle fire. After orders to conduct an attack on the rest of the 

German battalion, Wray conducted a personal reconnaissance 

to determine the size of the enemy force and found a battalion 

headquarters of eight Nazis. Wray killed all eight officers, 

enabling a successful defense for his unit.  

Wray was later killed in action at the age of 21 during 

operations in 1943 in Holland. 

CSM Bryant Lambert joined the Army as an Infantryman 

in 1983 and was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 508th Infantry 

Regiment, 1st Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division after completing 

the U.S. Army Airborne School.  

He returned to the unit in 1993 after serving as an instructor 

for the Army Ranger Training Brigade at Fort Benning, 

Georgia, and completing the U.S. Army Drill Sergeant School 

at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.  

Upon completion of the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy 

at Fort Bliss, Texas in 2000, Lambert was assigned to the 1st 

Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 

before becoming the 3rd Brigade Combat Team’s regimental 

command sergeant major.  

In July 2010, Lambert became the 82nd Airborne Division’s 

command sergeant major and served as the senior enlisted 

advisor for Regional Command-South and Combined Joint 

Task Force-82 during Operation Enduring Freedom from 

October 2011 to September 2012.  

Lambert, who’s served in every position from rifleman to 

division command sergeant major, spent 26 years of his Army 

career serving in the 82nd Airborne Division, before retiring 

in 2018. 

CSM Wolf Amacker served in the 82nd Airborne 

Division from 1996 to 2006, holding leadership positions from 

squad leader to command sergeant major in the airborne field 

artillery.  

After serving as commandant of the 18th Airborne Corps 

Noncommissioned Officer Academy in 2001, Amacker was 

selected as the 82nd Airborne Division’s 21st command 

sergeant major. While serving as the division’s senior enlisted 

advisor, he deployed to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi 

Freedom and established the first Iraqi Training Center that 

trained thousands of Iraqi nationals and brought security to 

the conflict in the Sunni Triangle. Amacker conducted 319 

airborne operations during his time in the division.  

After retiring in 2006, he served as the division’s chief of 

investigations from 2006 to 2009.  

CPL John S. Gilbertie was born in Italy before moving 

to America and growing up in Westport, Connecticut. 

He served in the 82nd Airborne Division from October 1917 

to May 1919, which included serving as an Infantryman and 

squad leader in Company E, 327th Infantry Regiment during 

the St. Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne campaigns. Gilbertie led 

nightly patrols for the 327th Regiment in October 1918, which 

earned him the Distinguished Service Cross. According to his 

citation, he carried messages from the front lines to battalion 

and regimental headquarters near Cornay, France.  

“Although suffering from the effects of gas and sickness, on 

two occasions, he volunteered and led patrols in the enemy 

territory, obtaining and returning with information of the 

utmost importance and value,” the citation states.  

Gilbertie was also awarded the Silver Star Medal, the Italian 

War Cross and the World War I Victory Medal with three clasps.  

After the war, Gilbertie started a taxi service in Westport, 

Connecticut, and also served as an elected representative for 

the Westport Town Hall. He died at the age of 81 in 1977. ★
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The 82nd Airborne Division has a long and honorable history 

of service as a premier division of the United States Army. Six 

Soldiers from this division have been awarded the Medal of 

Honor for their actions in three different wars: World War I, 

World War II and the Vietnam War. 

LTC Emory J. Pike was born on 18 December 1876. He 

graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point 

in 1901. Pike was the only West Point graduate to be awarded 

the Medal of Honor during World War I. He received the nation’s 

highest honor as a result of his actions at Vandieres, France on 

15 September 1918 making him the first member of the 82nd 

Airborne Division to receive the honor. 

CPL Alvin C. York was born on 13 December 1887. Most 

commonly known as “Sergeant York,” he was a corporal during 

the time when he earned the Medal of Honor. He received the 

nation’s highest individual decoration for leading an attack on a 

German machine gun nest. It was reported that he took at least 

one machine gun, killed at least 25 enemy soldiers and captured 

132 German soldiers. 

PVT John R. Towle was born in Cleveland, Ohio on 19 

October 1924. He joined the United States Army during World 

War II and volunteered for the Airborne Infantry. After training, 

he was assigned to Charlie Company of the 1st Battalion of the 

504th Parachute Infantry Regiment (504th PIR), becoming a 

member of the 82nd Airborne Division.

On 21 September 1944, PVT Towle engaged a German force 

with his rocket launcher in an attempt to disable two enemy tanks 

and a half-track. In order to do so, he left his protected position 

and exposed himself to enemy fire sacrificing his life and saving 

many others. At the age of 19, he was killed in action, during that 

battle. He was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor.

PFC Charles N. DeGlopper was born on 30 November 

1921 in Grand Island, New York. He entered the Army in 

November 1942 and trained at Camp Croft, South Carolina. 

DeGlopper was deployed overseas in April 1943, where he served 

in North Africa, Sicily, Italy and France. In France, he was part 

of the 82nd Airborne Division 325th Glider Infantry Regiment 

participating in glider insertions into the country. DeGlopper is 

the only soldier from that regiment ever to receive the nation’s 

highest honor.

On 9 June 1944 in La Fière, Manche, Normandy, France, 

DeGlopper took the actions the earned him the Medal of Honor. 

After being wounded by gunfire, he laid down the suppressive 

82nd Airborne  
Division Boasts  
Six MOH Recipients 

fire that served to enable his unit to maneuver as needed during 

the battle. Ultimately, he was killed in action that day. He was 

posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor.

1SG Leonard A. Funk, Jr. was born on 27 August 1916. 

He joined the Army in June 1941 and when the United States 

entered World War II, he volunteered to became a paratrooper. 

After training and earning his jump wings, he was assigned 

to the 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment stationed at Camp 

Blanding, Florida. Later, the regiment became part of the veteran 

82nd Airborne Division.

Funk jumped into Normandy with the 508th on D-Day. 

While serving with the 82nd Airborne Division, he became one 

of the most decorated soldiers of World War II. In addition to 

the Medal of Honor, he was awarded the Distinguished Service 

Cross, Silver Star, Bronze Star and three Purple Hearts. 

On 29 January 1945, 1SG Funk encountered a group of more 

than 80 escaped German soldiers and led in their recapture 

despite being grossly outnumbered. He, along with other soldiers 

that he had freed from the Germans, successfully killed or re-

captured all of the German soldiers. For these actions, he was 

awarded the Medal of Honor, becoming the fifth member of the 

82nd Airborne Division to receive the nation’s highest honor.

Funk was honorably discharged from the Army in June 1945 

and died on 20 November 1992.

SSG Félix Modesto Conde Falcón was born on 28 

February 1938 in Juncos, Puerto Rico. He joined the Army in 

April of 1963 in Chicago, Illinois. After joining the Army and 

completing his training, he was assigned to Delta Company, 1st 

Battalion, 505th Infantry, 3rd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division. 

He was killed during combat operations in Ap Tan Hoa, South 

Vietnam, on 4 April 1969.

The award comes through the Defense Authorization Act 

called for a review of Jewish American and Hispanic American 

veterans from World War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam 

War to ensure that no prejudice was shown to those deserving 

the Medal of Honor. As a result, it was determined that SSG 

Conde Falcón was deserving of the nation’s highest honor. 

Subsequently, he was posthumously awarded the Medal of 

Honor by President Barack Obama in 2014. ★

★ VALOR ★
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L
et’s be honest … museums have a reputation of being 

stodgy, old and dusty, right? Some believe that museums 

basically appeal to older people who like older stuff. 

However, is that the right way to view museums as a whole or 

the National Infantry Museum in particular? The answer is, 

without question, “No!”

There are several reasons why we, and most museums, don’t 

live up to the stereotype. First, most of our visitors are quite 

young; either still in school or going through training at Fort 

Benning. Second, most of what people see and experience here 

at the museum could arguably be described as recent events and 

artifacts. Third, our museum is home to one of the most cutting-

edge virtual reality (VR) simulators in the world, and nothing 

says brand new like VR does.

We are quite proud that the National Infantry Museum has a 

strong relationship with our local schools and school systems. 

The education staff at the museum is recognized as a qualified 

instruction facility by both Alabama and Georgia in subjects as 

far ranging as economics, math, civics and, of course, history. 

We receive more than 10,000 school-age children in our facility 

every single year, and those numbers are sharply rising. In fact, 

our most recent temporary gallery display was the result of local 

Columbus High School students creating, by hand, a field of 

ceramic poppies. 

By far, our largest group of visitors are, of course, the basic 

training Soldiers from Fort Benning who attend regularly 

scheduled tours of the museum as part of their official Army 

training as Infantry. With the average trainee being fresh out of 

high school, the museum is forced to keep the subject matter 

relevant, current and engaging. As a result, you can expect 

constantly rotating artifacts to reflect the most up-to-date 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY MICHAEL DENEHY

Who Says Museums Can’t Be Fun?

★ NIMF UPDATE ★

technologies utilized by the Infantry along with cutting edge 

museum display technologies to ensure the visitor’s experience—

regardless of age—is as enhanced as possible.

Despite popular opinion, “retired from service” is not a pre-

requisite for being on display in our museum. Some of the still-

in-use technologies of today’s Infantry displayed in the museum 

include night vision devices, radios, small arms and even larger 

munitions. Our Army staff has worked diligently to get the most 

up-to-date technologies to including TOW missiles, the M110 

sniper rifle and the all too important JAVELIN missile system on 

top of the individual Solider kit.

 Our newest addition to the museum is our Virtual Reality 

Simulations Center with our very own Skydiving VR Sim 

customized specifically for the NIM and Fort Benning. There are 

only two simulators like this in the entire Western Hemisphere 

with the other being at Mount Rushmore in South Dakota. If 

you’ve ever had the desire to experience what free fall skydiving 

is like, then you need to get to the museum and experience this 

for yourself. In fact, our VR center gives visitors the experience 

of riding in humvees, helicopters, skydiving and a day at the 

range with military small arms. The VR center is one way we 

bring the military experience to the guests in ways that aren’t 

“old people liking old stuff.”

Believe it or not, if you are looking for something exciting to 

do that is also family friendly, educational and perfect for the 

younger crowd, then you need to get to the museum!

Thanks for your continued support and visit us at www.

nationalinfantrymuseum.org to find out ways to contribute to 

your National Infantry Museum Foundation, a 100% donation 

funded non-profit. And make sure you visit our YouTube, 

Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn channels for videos of the VR 

center and upcoming events and exhibits. ★

An M110 Sniper System and a Javelin Missile are on display in the museum.

The NIM Virtual Reality Skydiving Simulator
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On 31 August 2022 at Fort Knox, Kentucky, CSM William R. Fogle (third 
from left) was presented the Order of St. Maurice. Assisting in the 

presentation were (left to right): Fort Knox and Cadet Command CSM 
Jerimiah Gan, Fort Knox Chapter VP Mike Pesko and Fort Knox and 

Cadet Command Commander MG Johnny K Davis.

More than 650 people attended the 2022 Bearcat Dinner for 2-136 IN (CAB) 
in Mahnomen, Minnesota. COL Charles “Chip” Rankin, 1/34 ABCT Commander, 

presented the Order of St Maurice to the following: SFC Andrew Johnson, SFC Ryan 
Raftevold, SSG (Ret) Marten Schrage, 1SG Lyle Howg and 1SG Andrew Stockinger.

★ NEWS & AWARDS ★

On 1 September 2022, Dr. Tom Mullikin was presented the Order of Saint 
Maurice during ceremonies at the Governor’s office, South Carolina State 
House. Throughout his multi-faceted career, Mullikin has been a tireless 

supporter of the U.S. armed forces, primarily Infantry and special operations 
forces and military veterans’ organizations. Pictured (from left) are Gov, Henry 

D. McMaster, Dr. Mullikin and COL (Ret.) Steve Vitali, U.S. Marine Corps.

On 1 November 2022, AFC (Ret) Aaron Zdawczyk (right) 
presented Associate Professor at Bowling Green State University 

Dr. Brett Holden the Order of St. Maurice.

The Shield of Sparta was awarded to Mrs. Sarah Kliner and Mrs. 
Vanessa Polack. LTC Joseph Sanganoo, 2-136 IN Commander, 

and CSM David Post, 2-136 IN CSM, presented the awards. 

SFC Viet L. Tong is presented the Order of Saint Maurice by 
MAJ Matt Greenwood at an awards ceremony for Charlie 

Company, 1st Battalion, 1st Security Force Assistance 
Brigade at Kelly Hill, Fort Benning, Georgia.
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★ NEWS & AWARDS ★

On 17 September 2022 at Kessler 
Air Force Base, Biloxi, Mississippi, 

CSM Lorenzo P. Buckley presented 
Mrs. Tracey Buckley with the Shield 

of Sparta.Ashlee Barrick and Lindsey Stuewe received the Shield of Sparta Award at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

On 17 June 2022 following graduation from the 
Sergeants Major Course at Fort Bliss, Texas, MSG 

ColladoCancel Edison (R) presented CSM Banceanu 
Florin with the Order of St. Maurice.

On 4 November 2022 in Alexandria, Virginia, MG Kevin D. Admiral knighted 
Anthony Phillips with the sword at the Annual Reunion of the Association of 

the 3rd Armored Division Veterans.
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The National Infantry Association 
would like to give a special thanks 

to our Corporate Members:
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Association

Fabrique Nationale

First Command

Galvion

Georgia Veterans Day 

Association

Homes For  
Our Troops 

IHG Hotels & Resorts

Lockheed Martin

Lucas Cinemas

M.C. Dixon  
Lumber Co.

Northrop Grumman

Phantom Products

Raytheon

Saab Technologies

Slopehill Arms

Synovus

Wounded Warrior 
Project

4ID Association

National Infantry 
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Visit the National Infantry 
Association Store at  

www.InfantryAssn.com
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AIRBORNE’S MAGAZINE!

VOICE OF

THE AMERICAN AIRBORNE ASSOCIATION (AAA)

AND DIGEST OF THE AIRBORNE WORLD!

(The AAA is a chartered, non-profit association of vertical envelopment warfare personnel)

Send for a free copy of the Quarterly.
If you like what you see, then join!

Only $17.50/year, US, APO, FPO Canada, $25 (US)—Foreign $30 (US). PER YEAR $17.50

US/APO/FPO—$25 (US) CANADA—$30 (US) FOREIGN 

(Subscription includes membership dues in AAA)

FILL OUT THE FORM AND SEND IT TODAY! YOU’LL LIKE WHAT YOU SEE! SEND TO:

AMERICAN AIRBORNE ASSOCIATION/AIRBORNE QUARTERLY

10301 McKINSTRY MILL ROAD, NEW WINDSOR, MD 21776-7903

Name:__________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________

Address:___________________________________________________ Apt. #: _________________

City: __________________________________ State:_____ Nine Digit Zip:__________ - __________

Email:___________________________@___________________ Fax: _________________________

Website: ___________________________________________________________________________

Army____ Navy____ Air Force____ USMC____ Coast Guard____

Qualification: Para____ Glider____ Air Assault____ Troop Carrier____ SEAL____ 

USMC Recon____ Sp. Forces____ Air/Sea Rescue____ WWII Paramarine____ Glider Pilot____ Free 

Fall____ Other: _____________________________________________________________________

On the Internet? Visit us at www.AmericanAirborneAssn.org
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